Characterization and partial purification of a 5,700 dalton form of substance P-like immunoreactivity from the rat hypothalamus.
Analysis of rat hypothalamic extracts by gel filtration and HPLC revealed the presence of a form of substance P-like immunoreactivity with a molecular weight of approximately 5,700 (6k-SP). 6k-SP is probably an N-terminally extended form of substance P; the peptide may be an intermediate in SP biosynthesis, or may function as a biologically active peptide in its own right.